Office of Personnel Management

§294.108 Procedures
records.

(a) Mailing or delivering a request. Any
person may ask for records under sec-
tion 552 of title 5, United States Code,
by directing a letter to one of the orga-
nizations listed in §294.107, or by deliv-
ering a request in person at the ad-
dresses listed in that section during
business hours on a regular business
day.

(b) Proper marking. Each request for
records should have a clear and promi-
nent notation on the first page, such as
“Freedom of Information Act Re-
quest.” In addition, if sent by mail or
otherwise submitted in an envelope or
other cover, mark the outside clearly
and prominently with “FOIA Request”
or “Freedom of Information Act Re-
quest.”’

(c) Contents of request letter. A request
must describe the records sought in
sufficient detail to enable OPM per-
sonnel to locate the records with a rea-
sonable amount of effort.

(1) OPM will regard a request for a
specific category of records as fulfilling
the requirements of this paragraph, if
it enables responsive records to be
identified by a technique or process
that is not unreasonably burdensome
or disruptive to OPM operations.

(2) Whenever possible, a request
should include specific information
about each record sought, such as the
date, number, title or name, author, re-
cipient, and subject matter of the
record.

(3) If an OPM organization deter-
mines that a request does not reason-
ably describe the records sought, it will
either provide notice of any additional
information needed or otherwise state
why the request is insufficient. OPM
will also offer the record seeker an op-
portunity to confer, with the objective
of reformulating the request so that it
meets the requirements of this section.

(d) Medical records. OPM or another
Government agency may disclose the
medical records of an applicant, em-
ployee, or annuitant to the subject of
the record, or to a representative des-
ignated in writing. However, medical
records may contain information about
an individual’s mental or physical con-
dition that a prudent physician would
hesitate to give to the individual.
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Under such circumstances, OPM may
disclose the records, including the
exact nature and probable outcome of
the condition, only to a licensed physi-
cian designated in writing for that pur-
pose by the individual or his or her des-
ignated representative.

(e) Publications. If the subject matter
of a request includes material pub-
lished and offered for sale (e.g., by the
Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office), OPM will ex-
plain where a person may review and/or
purchase the publications.

(f) Responses within 10 working days.
Except in unusual circumstances (as
defined in 5 U.S.C. 552(a)(6)(B)), OPM
will determine whether to disclose or
deny records within 10 working days
after receipt of the request (excluding
weekends and holidays) and will pro-
vide notice immediately of its deter-
mination and the reasons therefor, and
of the right to appeal any adverse de-
termination.

[54 FR 25094, June 13, 1989, as amended at 58
FR 32044, June 8, 1993]

§294.109 Fees.

(a) Applicability of fees. (1) OPM will
furnish, without charge, reasonable
quantities of material that it has avail-
able for free distribution to the public.

(2) OPM may furnish other materials,
subject to payment of fees intended to
recoup the full allowable direct costs of
providing services. Fees for these ma-
terials may be waived if the request
meets the requirements specified in
paragraph (f) of this section.

(3) If a request does not include an
acceptable agreement to pay fees and
does not otherwise convey a willing-
ness to pay fees, OPM will promptly
provide notification of the estimated
fees. This notice will offer an oppor-
tunity to confer with OPM staff to re-
formulate the request to meet the re-
quester’s needs at a lower cost. Upon
agreement to pay the required fees,
OPM will further process the request.

(4) As described in §294.107, OPM ordi-
narily responds to FOIA requests in a
decentralized manner. Because of this,
OPM may at times refer a single re-
quest to two or more OPM entities to
make separate direct responses. In
such cases, each responding entity may
assess fees as provided by this section,
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